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This paper takes Macchindra More's play Janeman as a touchstone to re
veal the issues and sufferings faced by transgender people in India. It aims 
to revolve around the play written on the life of Indian transgender espe
cially hijras, their life, struggles, identity crisis, battling hard with oneself 
every single day to battle with the world outside. The paper also targets to 
explore the contemporary relevance of such plays having cathartic effect 
on the audience and how far they succeed in purging the preoccupied 
nuances of people for good. Not only this but issue wise it tries to see 
which current policies aid or deter the ease of life for transgender e.g. rape 
culture, life of abuse, sexual assault, begging etc. 

Keywords: Drama; Gender incongruence; Hijra; Transgender. 

In the golden times of Elizabethan age, female characters were played 
by male characters and also most of the Shakespearean plays have 
cross-dressers in it, may it be Portia in disguise of a male lawyer or Rosa
lind disguising as Ganymede. Cross dressers were always sought for and 
welcomed but as far as they were men, since: 

It was never illegal for women to perform on the stage in Shake
speare's era, but it was seen as an unthinkable moral breach 
akin to prostitution. The solution was to cast boys in the female 
roles. (Burge) 

The effeminate men alike crossdressers still had possibilities of social in
clusion till they explicitly chose to identify themselves as 'trans'. There 
was no mention of any concept of term like transgender in the Elizabethan 
age. In fact, the term for transcending beyond gender binary came as late 
as in 1910 used by the German sexologist Magnus Hirschfeld calling them 
'transvestite', then in 1949 the term' trans-sexual' was coined followed by the 
term 'transgender' in 1971. Despite their preceding existence transgender 
were not acknowledged separately in a gender binary world. 
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